
1/14/11 10:35 AMIndividual Commentary

Page 1 of 2file:///Users/LabAdministrator/Desktop/TIMSS%20Supplemental%20Mat…s/AU/AU3%20Data%20Collection%20and%20Representation/AU3%20NRC.htm

1. National Research Coordinator's Comments
________________________________________________________

 00:00:35 A typical Australian mathematics lesson is more likely to begin with a review of work
covered in the previous lesson - often by "going over" the homework that had been set.

 00:04:01 Australia does not have a national mathematics curriculum. Each State and Territory has
its own curriculum, typically consisting of five content strands: Space, Number,
Measurement, Chance and Data, and Algebra. Simulation activities such as this
"chocolate chip cookies" activity, with the emphasis on summarizing, displaying and
interpreting data, are a popular means of "contextualizing" chance and data work.

 00:24:17 Boxplots (box-and-whisker plots) are more likely to be a Year Nine topic in most
Australian schools. However, Year Eight students would generally be expected to be
able to calculate the median, mode and mean of a data set, and to represent univariate
data in stemplots (stem-and-leaf plots, dot plots and histograms).

 00:33:13 In most Australian States, graphics calculators are now used as a matter of course in
senior (Year 11 and 12) mathematics classes, and their use at Years 7-10 is on the
increase. Generally, though, students would not be expected to own their own graphics
calculator much before Year 11. Instead, each school would have at least one class set
for use at the lower year levels.

 00:34:36 Texas Instruments® is the most widely-used brand of calculators in Australian schools,
but Casio® (and, to a lesser extent, Hewlett Packard®) calculators are also used in
many schools.

 00:35:16 Access to overhead projectors varies from school to school. Some schools have a "pool"
for general use, whilst others have one per room. This is a well resourced classroom
compared to most Australian general classrooms.

 00:40:49 The teacher was very ambituous with regard to the amount of content he could cover in
40 mins. Nevertheless, many Australian Year Eight classes would not have been able to
progress at the rate achieved in this lesson, due to learning and/or behavioral issues.

 00:41:45 Presumably, the class is about to go on some sort of excursion and the teacher is
assuring those students concerned that they will be back in time to catch their bus home.
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