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3. Teacher's Comments
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 At our College, students are required to line up outside the classroom until invited to
enter by their Teacher. All students are encouraged to wear hats at all times except
inside the classroom due to the high incidence of skin cancer in our State of
Queensland. For those of you who are unsure, I am the nervous person who continually
paces like an expectant father around the classroom.

 00:00:33 Generally, I will ask the students 10 quick questions or give them a lateral thinking
problem to bring them to focus so that workbooks are opened etc and no time is wasted
once the lesson proper begins. This I find useful to revise any formulas which might be
used during the forthcoming lesson.

 00:04:01 Although this lesson was primarily designed to once again expose the students to
another means of statistical display (box-and-whisker plots) and to have further practice
in creating a Five Number Summary, it was a good way to show the students how
simulation could be used to assist in the solving of a mathematical problem.

 00:09:41 In previous lessons, the class had been taught and had had practice in drawing up
frequency distribution tables and were familiar with sigma notation which enabled them
to proceed with little instruction.

 00:21:30 While giving individual attention to a student, it goes without saying that other students
will be listening to the instructions being given and if it becomes apparent that a
significant number of students are listening and require assistance, the individual
instruction would become a group or whole class explanation.

 00:33:22 This is the first time the students have used the Texas Instrument Graphics Calculator
TSI 81©. Our senior students use this type of calculator but I thought it would be
interesting for these Year Eight students to have the experience. This calculator will
enable the students to see if their graph is in fact correct.

 00:34:22 This is not the scream of one of my students but rather the projection screen being
pulled down.

 00:35:37 Use is being made of the calculator projection screen so that the students can see what it
is that they are supposed to be seeing on their individual calculators. I have found that
unless the students are given specific instuctions when first using this type of calculator,
they tend to experiment by pressing buttons at random and it is then difficult to achieve
the desired outcome.

 00:37:03 At this point, I am taking the students back to the results they achieved in their
simulation and trying to get them to interpret their results.
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 00:39:34 At this point, one of the students is bringing a personal experience into the lesson. I
believe that whenever it is possible to do so, this should be done as relating
Mathematics to real life makes the subject more relevant to the students.

 00:40:01 Humor!! An ingredient which helps make the students more receptive to learning.

 00:40:51 At this point the bell rings indicating the end of the lesson. As all Teachers expect their
students to be prompt in arriving to class, we tend not to detain the students whenever
possible. Unfortunately, I was unable to complete the lesson as the students did not get
to generate the graphs on the calculators. At our College, we have three 40 minute
lessons and one 90 minute lesson each week.

 00:41:02 This explanation is necessary as it is informing the students how to turn the calculator
off.
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