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5. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:02 The introduction of the class is not filmed. When the bell rings, the students stand up
and greet me. Every teacher must check to see if anyone is absent and note it on the
absent sheet.

 00:00:19 We will review the Pythagorean theorem. We'll do some examples as a review. The
students write notes in their notebooks. Students note the date and some students write
in the number of the class (in case a student was absent in our last class, this gives them
an opportunity to take some notes of the last subject and use it as a reference guide).

 00:00:58 As a review, two students will be orally examed up at the board. None of the students
know which one will be called up to the board. I want them to present their knowledge
by commenting, explaining to their fellow students, and writing it on the board. This is
an opportunity for students to learn how to present in front of a group of people.

 00:02:24 Marcela is supposed to apply the Pythagorean theorem. She knows she will use it, but
she also must explain the reason why she is using it. Other knowledge from geometry
will be used as well for solving the problem.

 00:03:46 During the time students are being graded, the rest of the class is solving the problems
as well. Some students work independently, some students are following the solution on
the board. This way all students are reviewing.

 00:04:13 I'm trying to direct all students to solve the problem generally. After substitution of the
numerical values, students may use calculators for more difficult computations.

 00:07:00 When assigning a grade I am taking into consideration correctness of the solution
method, knowledge of the properties of a rhombus (in this case the student's knowledge
was not complete), application of the Pythagorean theorem, numeric calculations, and
use of correct units.

 00:07:17 I want to apply the Pythagorean theorem in solid geometry. Students can realize the
range of its usage. Some students are having problems with spatial
knowledge/awareness while others do not have any problem with it.

 00:07:58 Dan is solving the problem with units immediately. I try to guide the students to do it
right at the beginning of the problem.

 00:08:41 I try to follow the basic geometric terms.

 00:09:42 Dan is presenting his work not only for me, but for his classmates as well. He ought to
speak up while he's explaining his work.
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 00:13:29 It's very common in Czech schools to use oral grading. Some students prefer help from
the teacher while solving the problem. Students' grades are better than grades from
written tests. I don't use oral grading too often, but it gives me an opportunity to test the
knowledge of all students. Another way of evaluating my students is based on written
work, tests, or voluntary exercises. I like to use a variety of different methods.

 00:13:43 We've gone over two of the three homework assignments here in class. I would like the
students to work on the third problem on their own.

 00:18:24 I want the students to work on their own or in groups of two. When I walk around the
room, I observe the steps they take to answer questions, check the results, and remind
them of certain steps to take, and to proofread their work. I have a clear knowledge of
every student's work. One of our students writes the entire formula on the back of the
board (many students don't want to see the formula of a problem during the
calculations). Even the not so good students can compare their work with what's on the
board.

 00:20:14 Checking homework will not be done until all students had a chance to practice simple
assignments with numeric expressions, which correspond with our topic.

 00:22:22 I want students to express themselves at the board freely, and not to limit themselves to
simple writing in their note books. I'm trying to involve as many students as possible.
Students who are faster are solving ahead, and they also assist with solutions at the
board. Some students would prefer to solve with the use of a calculator. I am trying to
teach them to do simple computations without a calculator.

 00:30:46 Verbal (calculating of) formulas seem very complicated for many students. They know
individual concepts but these combinations are new to them. It's easier for them to work
from pre-written text in their book.

 00:34:18 The work given out to students in class is sometimes done in pairs, or students do it on
their own. Sometimes they turn it in and I grade the correct papers.

 00:38:09 I like to see students ask questions and figure out resolutions on their own.

 00:39:16 Students love to compete (even in pairs). More students get involved when at the board.
Now we are only practicing. During lessons when class is divided, I anounce
"competitions" for individual groups.

 00:44:00 Some students are shy because of the camera, others are more daring. Some students
wave to say "Hello".

 00:44:05 I give out homework depending on the situation. Sometimes I just ask them to finish up
some assignments, sometimes I give them new assignments (mandatory), and
sometimes I assign voluntary work.
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