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1. National Research Coordinator's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:44 The beginning of the lesson is usually signaled by the bell, however this part wasn't
videotaped in this lesson. The students greet the teacher by standing up. At the
beginning of lesson, the teacher should record in the class book the names of the
students who are absent. After that the teacher usually states the goal of the lesson,
which usually consists of a statement of the topic which will be covered. This goal is
marked in the class book as well as on the blackboard and students copy the goal in
their notebooks. The teacher also writes the lesson number and the date of the lesson.
Students copy this information into their notebooks, as well. Some teachers are very
particular about the form of student's notes. They direct the students to underline the
goal or they explicitly state whether the date should be noted in written or numeric
format, etc. 

 00:01:35 The teacher tries to make sure that all students know and understand the mathematical
terminology. Many times, commonly used mathematical terms are repeated and
reviewed during the lesson. Also, the introduction of new content often starts with a
review of topics that are already known.

 00:02:58 The teachers expect their students to use correct markings and symbols. For example,
students are not allowed to mark perimeter as S or M but they should use symbol O.
The teachers believe that this will help the students to remember the content better.

 00:04:07 Many times, the teachers tell the students that certain topics will be useful later when
they will study, for example, Algebra, Geometry, etc. It's very unusual for the teacher to
mention that students will use certain knowledge, for example, when buying a new car.
Typically, the motivation to learn is not reinforced by relating the knowledge to real life.
It's based on telling the students in which future mathematical operations they will need
what they are learning right now.

 00:05:28 Some teachers like to introduce historical background and they introduce names of
famous mathematicians. Historical comments and notes can also be found in their
books.

 00:08:36 Teachers don't usually compliment the students. Instead, feedback generally takes the
form of pointing out their mistakes.

 00:10:30 When introducing a new topic, the teacher usually presents the problem and explains
how to solve it. Then the students are given a similar problem to solve independently. In
our video clip, the teacher proceeded in a very unusual fashion by leaving the room to
allow students to suggest their own solutions. It's also very unusual that the teacher did
not write the correct formula at the board right at the beginning of the lesson, but rather
derived it later.
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 00:12:40 Everything that is written up on the board is copied by the students. Even though they
have similar information in their textbooks, students are accustomed to studying from
their notebooks rather than the textbook.

 00:20:12 The teachers don't want the students to use calculators for simple calculations. They
want the students to calculate from their memory. Some teachers expect students to
memorize the formulas. Other teachers are just satisfied when students are able to find
the formulas in mathematical tables.

 00:27:00 A problem that is an example of "how to use/apply new topic" is very commonly used
by the teachers. This type of problem is used to demonstrate to students how to apply
new topics. In our clip, such a problem is introduced after explaining new mathematical
concepts. Solutions of this problem are carefully copied by students and they use this
problem to solve similar problems.

 00:32:48 During the review, teachers call one or more students up to the board to solve a
problem. The rest of the students solve the problem independently in their seats. Those
students that are not confident may observe and follow students at the board. Most of
the teachers ask students to verbally narrate their solutions. The teacher has the
opportunity to check whether the students truly understand the topic. The fact that the
student shares the solution aloud helps other students to formulate correct mathematical
sentences. It also helps the students to think about the problem rather than to perform
mathematical steps mechanically.

 00:40:34 The teacher expects students to work systematically and "plug in" the previous formula
for perimeter. The teacher believes that if students learn the correct steps, they will be
able to avoid mistakes when solving more difficult problems.

 00:43:52 Many teachers inform students about what will be done in future lessons. At the end of
the lesson, the teachers assign homework.

javascript:_sp('760000');
javascript:_sp('1212000');
javascript:_sp('1620000');
javascript:_sp('1968000');
javascript:_sp('2434000');
javascript:_sp('2632000');

