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1. National Research Coordinator's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:06 Students greet the teacher by standing up. At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher
writes in the class book the names of the students who are absent. After that, the teacher
usually states the goal of the lesson that contains only statements of the topic that will
be covered. The goal of the lesson is recorded in the class book as well as on the board
and students are to copy it into their notebooks. Besides that, the teacher and students
write the number of the lesson as well as the date. 

 00:02:45 Official announcements through public address system are not very frequent. They
usually occur at the very beginning or end of a lesson. This is because the school
directors do not want to interrupt the lessons. Announcments are usually very brief. 

 00:03:12 Problems that are related to students' everyday experiences are not typical. The teachers
do not use them too often. 

 00:07:16 The teacher in our video clip is using markers of different colors. This is not very
typical. Usually teachers use white chalk on a wooden blackboard. This kind of
whiteboard is not affordable for many schools. 

 00:11:30 The teacher is calling students to come to the board. This is very common at the
beginning of the lesson when the class is reviewing. The teacher is assigning the
problems from previously covered topics. Students have to solve these problems in front
of the class. This method of solving the problems serves two goals. First, it provides the
base for assigning the grade and second, it allows rest of the students to follow the
solution of the problems.

Students who are solving problems at the board are expected to provide public, verbal
descriptions of their solution. They are loudly describing why they are using a particular
step for solving the problem. The teacher can easily notice in which content areas
students have problems. If, during the solution, the teacher must help the student solve
the problem, the students will receive a lower grade than if they were able to solve it
themselves. These verbal descriptions allow students who have problems to see and
follow solution methods for a particular problem. Also, students who were absent can
use these descriptions as "re-instruction" of particular problems. 

 00:13:20 The teacher should make an official record of the lesson into the class book. Some
teachers do it at the beginning of the lesson while other teachers write in class book
during the lesson so they don't lose time.

 00:15:00 The student must publicly explain why is he/she is considering certain steps for solving
the problem. This gives the teacher a better opportunity to assess whether the student
truly understands the given topic. Sometimes, even though a student may provide
correct solutions, the teacher may ask additional questions to find out whether the
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student really understands the topic. Having the students speak aloud while solving the
problem helps them to formulate correct mathematical sentences, and encourages them
to think rather than mechanically calculate the problems.

 00:18:18 The teachers often review correct terms, procedures and formulas. They expect students
to know which formula to use in particular situations.

 00:30:13 The teacher in our video clip did not correct the student, but he tried to involve students
in finding the mistake. In more typical lessons, the teacher points out the mistake and
also corrects it. In another case the teacher calls on students who don't make mistakes.
Usually the teacher does not provide enough time for students to think independently
about mistakes.

 00:32:30 Homework is usually assigned at the end of the lesson. It is quite common for students
to work on certain assignments and if they don't finish it in class, the rest of the
assignment becomes homework. In this lesson part of the homework includes problems
that that teacher didn't have time to get to during the lesson. Almost never are students
given an opportunity to work on homework during the lesson.

 00:38:39 Pair work or group work is atypical. Students are usually asked to work independently
and not copy solutions from their neighbors.

 00:39:23 In this lesson, students worked exclusively with exponents, yet the teacher assigns a
geometrical problem at the end of class. In the geometrical problem, students were
asked to calculate the area of different geometrical shapes. We can assume that
methodology for calculations of area was covered in a lesson that preceded this one.
Students were probably reviewing this topic for an upcoming test.

 00:40:14 The teacher promises a good grade to all students who solve the problem correctly. We
can see that the students respond to the incentive by working faster. Teachers often use
the reward of a good grade as a motivator for students during the lesson.

 00:44:14 When students are working independently, this teacher walks around the room and
monitors the students' work. He stops to help students that are having problems. In
another technique, the teacher would leave the students to find their own solutions.

 00:48:00 The teachers usually do not extend the lesson beyond the bell. Sometimes homework is
assigned during the break. In this lesson, the situation was rather exceptional because
students wanted to finish calculations and get a good grade. This kind of situation may
appear in other classrooms. Some teachers slightly extend the lesson to accomodate
slower students by giving more time to finish calculations.
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