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1. National Research Coordinator's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 This is a lesson on the method of elimination for solving systems of linear equations
with two unknowns. After a review of the content from the previous lesson, a familar
problem that students encountered in primary school is used to bring out the idea of the
method of elimination. Then a series of examples that vary systematically and that are
progressively more difficult are discussed. 

 00:01:48 This practice of going over some of the exercises done in the last lesson before starting
a new topic is very common in Hong Kong. 

 00:02:08 Many textbooks in Hong Kong include more challenging items in their Exercises, which
are usually marked with an asterisk or "star".

 00:02:13 In Hong Kong, typically there is no response to such questions from the teacher. 

 00:03:02 Naming students to show their work on the board is a very common practice in Hong
Kong. 

 00:08:21 Typically there is no response from students to a question like this by the teacher. 

 00:08:41 It is very common in Hong Kong that technical terms in English are introduced to those
students who study mathematics through the medium of Chinese (i.e., Cantonese). 

 00:09:53 In primary school, students are introduced the formulas for finding two numbers given
their sum and difference, but no justifications are given. Here the teacher uses the
formulas to illustrate the method of elimination for solving linear equations. 

 00:10:48 "Which is bigger and smaller?" - Through asking this question, the teacher lets students
develop a "feel" for the numbers first, before solving for them. 

 00:12:11 Here the teacher leads students to observe the characteristics of the equations before
starting to solve them. 

 00:14:50 Here the teacher points out the meaning of "elimination" after a variable is eliminated in
this example. 

 00:20:28 "Negative times negative is positive" - The literal translation is "negative negative
results in positive." It may mean "negative times negative is positive", or, as in this
case, "subtracting a negative number is equivalent to adding the (corresponding)
positive number." 

 00:20:37 This is a common mistake among Hong Kong students. 
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 00:21:26 This is a summary of the points covered so far. 

 00:22:03 This is a typical way of handling the lesson: discussion of concepts and worked
examples, followed by the teacher asking students to attempt some similar exercises on
their own. 

 00:24:22 Asking students to show their work on the board is a very common practice in Hong
Kong. 

 00:31:44 Here the teacher stresses the concept of elimination again. 

 00:34:13 It is a rather common phenomenon in Hong Kong that teachers feel the pressure of
covering a lot of content (i.e., the syllabus) in a limited time span. Hence they may tend
to rush. 

 00:34:23 Note that the teacher is choosing examples that vary systematically and that are
progressively more difficult. This will lead students to a thorough understanding of the
method of elimination for solving equations. 

 00:34:32 This is a verbal cue to alert students to the difference between this equation and the
previous equations. 

 00:35:10 Here the teacher relates back to the method learned previously. 

 00:36:00 This is the crucial step in the solution. The teacher is telling this step to the students
directly. 

 00:37:06 This is the end-of-lesson bell, but over-running is common in Hong Kong lessons. 

 00:37:15 "Two X plus two X is what?" - This is a question to reinforce the idea of carring out the
right operation in elimination. 

 00:38:20 This is a reminder to students about the choice of equations into which they can
substitute the value. 

 00:38:56 Here the teacher highlights the important steps in the solution process. 

 00:39:24 Here the teacher points out that there is another way of solving the problem. This
reinforces the method of elimination. 

 00:40:19 This is a typical assignment of homework in Hong Kong - to finish the work that was
not completed in class (plus a few similar exercises). 

 00:40:35 "Day six" - Many schools in Hong Kong operate on a "cycle" time-table. One cycle is
typically six days (some schools have five day cycles, some have seven day cycles and
some even have eight day cycles). For example, if Friday is day four, then the next
Monday will be day five, and so on. Public holidays are not counted in the cycle so that
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they won't affect the balance of subjects if, say, many public holidays fall on Mondays.
This type of time-table allows more periods to be assigned to a cycle, compared to a
five-day week. 


