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5. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:05 It is my practice to request that all the students stand properly and to greet me in a
proper manner when they are ready for the lesson. 

 00:00:28 I write down the topic "Polygon" on the blackboard so as to make the students
concentrate on what they are going to learn in this lesson. 

 00:00:33 It is my practice to ask students to do a five-minute preparation in the beginning of
every lesson. I just follow the sequence of the textbook and this will psychologically
prepare them for the lesson. 

 00:01:07 This is the second week that I taught this new class and I do not know much about
them. The students do not know much about me and we still have not built up a good
relationship. So, the students still do not like to put their hands up and answer questions
voluntarily. I use a pack of number cards to choose them because I am afraid that no
one would volunteer. I think I could improve by calling out their names rather than their
class numbers. 

 00:04:32 Due to the fact that the class size is very large and the classroom is very small, I like to
ask the students to discuss things with their neighbors around them. I find that some of
the students are day-dreaming and may not follow what I teach, so a short discussion
can make them follow the lesson. 

 00:05:13 Most of the students in my school starting from grade eight are ashamed of answering
questions actively by using English as the medium. 

 00:06:39 I give a hint so that all of them can know the difference between "convex" and
"concave" polygons. 

 00:08:22 I believe that most of them have forgotten "equilateral" and "equiangular" polygons. I
don't want to lose time so I tell them the meanings. 

 00:09:22 The students have classwork exercise books to do exercises during the lessons. Since I
think that it is a very difficult task for them, I let them draw drafts on the exercise books
first. 

 00:14:30 I draw a table divided into four boxes on the blackboard in order to help the students see
the difference between "equilateral" and "equiangular". Moreover, I ask these four
students to come up together because it can save time and the class atmosphere is
busier. 

 00:16:16 For quadrilaterals, the students can easily find out the difference and they can easily
draw the two different types. For pentagons, I think that the students know the
difference but they do not know how to draw proper diagrams to present the answers. 

 00:17:55 This other pair of students still cannot present the different concepts of equilateral and
equiangular pentagons clearly. They do not know how to use symbols to help them
present. I draw the diagrams on the board to tell them the difference. 
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 00:19:47 These two students can use symbols to present equal sizes of different angles and equal
sizes of different sides. Since I choose them out randomly. I believe that most of them
should catch up with the lesson. 

 00:20:41 Although they have learned the term "regular polygon" in Form 1 (grade 7), I think that
most of them have forgotten it since they spent less than one lesson learning about
regular polygons. I am ready to tell them this word - "regular".

 00:21:28 Although I ask them what a regular polygon is, I do not give them any time to think and
to determine the answer. If possible, I have them conclude that a polygon is regular if it
is both equilateral and equiangular. 

 00:24:20 I use the same example as the textbook so that the students can refer to it if they do not
understand during the lesson. 

 00:26:35 I have written down some steps for finding the sum of the interior angles of a
quadrilateral in order to help some less-able students work out the sum and see the steps
clearly. 

 00:28:19 I am not satisfied with the answer written by the pupil. I think I did not instruct clearly
or she may not understand what I want her to do. 

 00:28:48 I think the presentation of this step is not very good. If the students do not concentrate
in the lesson, they will not know why I wrote down "a1+a2+b+c1+c2+d". I should write
down another step "(a2+b+c2)+(c1+d+a1)" 

 00:29:34 I ask them to discuss it with their classmates because I am afraid that some of the
students may not catch up with the lesson and they may not understand the exercises in
the class practice. My question should be "How do you find the sum of interior angles
of a pentagon?". 

 00:30:23 Some of the students use the old textbook which is much cheaper than a new one. But, I
have forgotten to ask them to clean the answers before the lesson. Otherwise, they have
nothing to do in the lesson. 

 00:33:39 It is my practice to write down the homework on the board immediately by myself since
many of the students will forget that I have given them homework to do. Most of the
students close their ears after the bell has rung. 

 00:33:40 Due to the shortage of time, I cannot generalize the formula for finding the sum of the
interior angles of a polygon -i.e., 180 degrees x (n-2). 
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