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1. National Research Coordinator's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 This is a lesson on identities. The lesson starts with an activity bringing out the idea of
identities, and then the idea is introduced using a variety of examples. The teacher then
goes on to the proof of identities, and the presentation of the proof of identities is
stressed. This structure of the lesson is very typical of Hong Kong lessons. 

 00:03:17 The meaning of "solution" is stressed here. 

 00:03:52 Checking of solutions is demonstrated here. 

 00:04:42 The meaning of the solution of an equation is illustrated by trying a number that is not a
solution of the equation. 

 00:06:04 "Do you think that there is no solution?" - This is a typical leading question among
Hong Kong teachers. 

 00:06:23 The teacher asks the student to clarify the answer. 

 00:07:26 A move to verify the solution of the equation. 

 00:10:12 It is not clear why the teacher asks the students not to use the calculator. Calculators are
not forbidden at Grade Eight in Hong Kong. Maybe the teacher, like many teachers in
Hong Kong, wants to make use of the opportunity for students to practice their
calculation skills. 

 00:12:56 A question aiming to stress that there are infinitely many solutions. 

 00:13:59 "Expanded form" is a standard technical term used in Hong Kong textbooks. 

 00:14:26 "Factorized form" is also a technical term used in Hong Kong textbooks. Students in
Hong Kong have to learn a lot of technical terms in their study of mathematics. This is
particularly a problem for those Hong Kong students learning mathematics through the
medium of English, as in this case, since English is not their mother tongue. 

 00:16:25 "Identically the same" - This is also a techincal term for students. 

 00:17:37 Asking students to repeat mathematical terms after the teacher is a very common
parctice in Hong Kong. Since English is not the students' mother tongue, the teacher has
to teach them every aspect of the English term: the spelling, the pronunciation, and the
meaning. 

 00:17:56 Here the teacher introduces the mathematical symbol for "identity".
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 00:20:26 A summary of the points covered. 

 00:22:25 This is a very common practice in Hong Kong. The teacher directs the whole discourse,
with some participation from students. 

 00:27:46 Assigning classwork after teaching a topic is very common in Hong Kong. 

 00:29:49 Here the teacher stresses showing the steps and presenting the solution. 

 00:31:42 "... we will check it tomorrow" - This is a very common practice in Hong Kong. 
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