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5. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:03 It is an EMI ( English as the major Medium of Instruction) school. I taught in English
but teaching in English is still an obstacle for students. The students' reading and
writing skills are slightly better than listening 

 00:00:08 The mathematics here is represented by symbols. Students' individual ability levels on
understanding this concept are usually quite extreme. This class is the best among their
grade level. 

 00:01:11 It is easier to build new knowledge using what the students already know. This can help
students gain a clearer structural concept. 

 00:01:16 Two sample questions are presented at the same time. They can be used as comparisons.
In addition, since the students are rather passive, it is easier for them to understand if
two students come up and do the exercises at the same time. 

 00:02:19 Students made fun of their classmates who made mistakes. Consequently, it reduced
active class participation. In addition, the tradition that boys are better than girls in
mathematics is still apparent. 

 00:03:17 Teachers use questioning method to help increase students' participation, but it usually
turn out to be teachers' soliloquy. I have the same experience here. 

 00:03:27 Usually, students only want to search for the answer. They pay little attention to the
mathematical terms. They are very confused by terms like solution, substitution, etc. 

 00:06:35 Teachers usually answer the questions in the interest of saving time. Actually, if it is
within their area of knowledge, teachers should have saved it for the students. 

 00:07:52 The application of the blackboard is very important. Sometimes it is very troublesome
to articulate the symbols in an equation. The simultaneous use of appropriate pausing
and representation on the blackboard is very effective in helping students to learn. 

 00:08:48 Actually, I rarely use the sample questions from the textbook because they already have
the solutions. I will usually use sample questions from another textbook. By doing so,
students can have more sample questions as references. Besides, students tend to pay
more attention when there are no solutions included. 

 00:10:12 In my school, eighth graders are allowed to use calculators for examinations. Personally,
I think that the use of calculators will decrease their sense of numbers.. For simple
computations, I require students to decrease the use of calculators. 

 00:11:18 When asking questions, teachers should choose different students rather than focusing
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on the better ones. Students will be more attentive when they do not know when it will
be their turn to answer questions. Students who have answered a question before can be
questioned again. Otherwise they will stop paying attention. 

 00:14:26 "Okay" is a common saying. I want to be more colloquial when teaching in English.
However, there is a lack of terminology since the use of English is not a daily habit. 

 00:18:06 Because this is the first lesson on the topic, there are relatively more repetitions,
comparisons, and introductions. In normal situations, sample questions are introduced
and then students are provided with in-class problems. Points that students want to
clarify can be identified when answering and discussing the in-class problems. 

 00:21:46 It is usually easier for the students to follow the lesson by introducing the objective
through explaining the "purpose" and "process" before the illustration. However,
sometimes it will help students to concentrate better if they do not know in advance.
Therefore, teachers should be more flexible. 

 00:22:25 By having the class respond as a whole, it increases class participation and decreases
passive responses from individual students. 

 00:27:11 Students usually concentrate on how to answer the question. Teachers should put an
emphasis on important terminologies and theories, or ask questions at this time to
increase students' understanding. 

 00:27:46 Use many textbook exercises for in-class practice. By doing so, teachers can reduce the
time for preparation, students can check their answers, and teachers can easily inspect
the students' progress. 

 00:28:48 In-class exercises, homework, and so forth should be written on the blackboard. Verbal
notice is not enough; students should be very clear on what they need to do. 

 00:30:05 If there is time, let the students do in-class exercises. Teachers should raise and correct
their mistakes immediately. This is more effective than correcting their mistakes after
they have completed their homework. 

 00:31:28 It is the best to give a conclusion at the end of the lesson. That is to conclude the main
themes from the lesson and the homework assigned to students. 
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