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5. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:59 I teach this class to the eighth grade HAVO-section. In previous lessons the students
worked on basic materials: drawing graphs, what a linear graph is and what linear
equations are, the slope and starting number [y-intercept], and the solving of linear
equations. This lesson is also about solving equations because the students think this a
difficult subject.

 00:01:00 Students start drifting into the classroom. They have a brief opportunity to get things off
their chests. I often talk along with them. That way I can get to know the students
personally and they get to know me. Furthermore, this gives them the opportunity in
those few minutes to let me know, for example, if they forgot to bring their textbook, or
they are able to indicate the problems with which they had difficulties. Some of these
difficult problems I discuss during class or I walk over to the student to help during the
second part of the lesson.

 00:02:50 Because I think that a lot of students find this to be a difficult topic, I first want to get
an overall view of how this exercise has been done.

 00:06:39 I want to try to actively involve the students in the lesson. I would like all of them to
participate - that is why I ask each student to select an equation. I call on students by
their names so that they pay attention and participate with the exercises. I also try to
create an atmosphere that is as open as possible in which students are not afraid to give
answers and cannot make fun of each other. It is okay to make mistakes.

 00:12:03 I show the students part of a videotape to watch because I like diversifying the routine. I
also like to show them what they can do in real life with this kind of subject. With every
chapter I try to show an accompanying video. I ask specific questions because I think it
also makes the students watch the video more actively.

 00:16:00 The students have to check the problems which I do not discuss. In some lessons I let
them decide if they want to check them, and other lessons I require them to check it.

 00:17:19 After several lessons I often check the students' notebooks. This way I can see if their
homework is correct and it also gives me a better insight as to how the exercises have
been done.

 00:26:25 The students work on their homework and I walk around the classroom. That way I can
already review some of the notebooks and help those who are having trouble with the
subject. Students who are scared to raise their hand to ask a question are also more
inclined to ask for help now.

 00:28:16 I think it is important for these two students to think about and write down how they
came up with their answer. This enables them to read at home on how they solved the
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problem.

 00:34:20 I try to let those students who have trouble solving the equations to practice with more
simple graphs. When those are clear, they are able to do the assignments in the book
better.

 00:36:19 There is some confusion about the notation. Sometimes I use another sequence in the
equation. This is to teach students that equations can be written down in different ways.
However, in retrospect, I think that the next time I teach this topic, I will stick to the
method the book uses. Because students find this to be a difficult topic, the constant
change in the sequence of the equations causes too much confusion. That is why I
advise the students seated a bit further down also to only select one method.

 00:41:35 I always try to compliment the students with their successes. I notice that as they gain
more confidence, they dare to ask more and to try more on their own. They tend to give
up less quickly, and therefore attain higher success rates.

 00:41:51 I count the students that are present and write down the students who are absent.
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