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5. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 The students had not been told about the videotaping and were surprised about the
presence of the cameraman. After (almost) everyone was inside, I briefly explained it.

 00:01:17 Several students indeed came later than others but were not quite "too late." It is kind of
shocking when you look straight into a camera lens.

 00:01:59 This is an eighth-grade Gymnasium class. The subject of the lesson is: resolving
equations. Related topics were raised beforehand, for example: adding/subtracting
similar terms, multiplication of one term by two terms, multiplication of two-terms by
two terms, writing equations in a different convention. The students have a "study
calendar" at their disposal. It indicates for each subject and class what will be discussed
during each session and what they should have completed for that lesson (as
homework). This study calendar covers a full semester.

 00:02:38 As a rule, each student has seven class hours according to a set schedule. In general
they have two hours in the day (the third and fifth period) in which they can choose
their own subject and with what teacher. Those are the so-called "Dalton hours."
During those hours they can get additional tutoring and support or start working on their
homework. The videotaped lesson is not a "Dalton hour", but a regular class session.

 00:02:57 One of my colleagues was a bit late to his classroom and so the hallway remained kind
of noisy. And knowing that a videotaping is going on, as a student, you want to add
more fuel to the fire!

 00:04:05 I referred the student to a "Dalton hour" because the "Dalton hour" can also be used to
catch up on work.

 00:05:03 The colleague is quite late!

 00:10:03 "Why does the teacher ask me this? Right now as we are filming"!

 00:13:40 An implicit call is made on the students' "responsibility" for their own learning process.
Maybe they can fool me but this kind of behavior will eventually turn against them.

 00:21:55 Just checking to see whether the students looked too much at the answer booklet during
the homework.

 00:23:12 In the meantime, I have some time available for my administrative work ("Who is
absent?") Afterwards I can help individual students to see what they can and cannot do,
and what they need help with.

 00:30:06 Students check their work on the spot. They also can ask me questions about any
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deviating answers. This is done on an individual basis. Many times answers come up
that are not completely wrong but can be done better. It is too much to expect from
students that they are able to judge by themselves whether a different answer is
(partially) correct as well.

 00:34:19 After checking the work they have done, the students can start on their next task. They
can look that up in the study calendar. A whole class public explanation is usually not
given. The textbook has been written in such a way that students should be able to
understand the material on their own by working on it themselves. It is my intent that, if
they run into problems, I can help them get started again so that they can continue on at
home. Students who need a little more time to work through the previous materials now
have a chance to do so.

 00:37:13 A couple of months ago this class received a lesson from an Australian guest teacher.
This person was a tourist in the Netherlands, taught for many years in Australia, now
writes textbooks and was very curious about the Dutch educational system. At that time,
this class followed the lesson very attentively!

 00:39:58 It is surprising how quickly a student is able to supply a "cleaned up" piece of paper!

 00:45:41 Closure of the lesson. A student quickly asks if and how he can still make an
appointment for the "Dalton hour".
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