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5. Teacher's Comments (English)
________________________________________________________

 00:00:00 After a small break, the students return into their classroom. They have put their school
material and specific tools (e.g., pocket calculator and compass) under their desks.

 00:00:12 The instruction language is German. The students communicate among themselves in
dialect. Likewise they select dialect (Swiss German) for more personal or confidential
discussions with me.

 00:01:24 This lesson prepares the students for the coming instruction unit. Therefore, the students
receive a lot of information and are not very active themselves. In the following lessons
they will practice, mostly independently or in fixed groups.

 00:05:41 If nothing else is arranged, the students may decide the social form by themselves when
they solve problems from the book (individual or pairwork).

 00:10:55 Correcting the student's work: If they solve problems, where the solution method is
important, we correct them together at the blackboard (as in this example). Other
problems are corrected together with the help of a transparency on the overhead
projector or the students get a solution sheet and check the results independently.

 00:15:09 This problem is simple. I use these colors to support the transfer to the following
problem.

 00:17:42 The students should always, if possible, express their mathematical procedures in words.

 00:19:17 A student is called because at the moment he is not paying attention.

 00:22:36 This student could only solve the problem with the help of the class. He didn't like
working at the blackboard. The class laughed, because of my question (whether he is
content with his work). He answered this question with a releaved "yes."

 00:24:16 I observe how the students work. In this phase of instruction I can help on the spot with
questions that emerge. I also clarify ambiguities that have arisen.

 00:28:20 Again and again I insist that the students check and judge the work and solutions of the
others. Like this, I want to strengthen the learning group (we learn together and from
each other).

 00:30:03 I call this student again, since (according to my opinion) he doesn't pay enough
attention in the lesson. I want to integrate him back in the class.

 00:34:57 With this problem, the students get an opportunity for brief work with a partner.
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 00:35:24 The fast students receive an additional problem. This problem is of the same degree of
difficulty as the others.

 00:36:27 I select the students in such a way that as many as possible can be active at the
blackboard during the course of one lesson.

 00:45:06 The students usually receive homework after each mathematics lesson. Exception: no
homework is given over the weekend.

 00:45:31 These two students must clean the blackboard; it's their task for this week. I only remind
them.
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